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Editorôs Note:  Rocky Point, Sprague River and now Keno have newsletters. We editors send each other our 
newsletters with permission to copy anything they think will be of interest to their own rea ders. Isnôt it a fun 
thing to make a day trip to some other nearby town to participate in their activities of interest to us?  
 
For those of you that are not aware of it, many volunteers from Rocky Point, Ft. Klamath and Chiloquin 
cooperate in developing a small newspaper entitled Now That Iôm Hereé annually. The volunteers of this effort 
call ourselves the 30 Mile Club because our newspaper highlights activities within our 30 miles.  
 
The newspaperôs second year in production won the 2004 Travel Oregon Volunteer Achievement Award for 
development and production of this visitor -focused newspaper. If you havenôt seen one, Iôll have copies at the 
ChiloquinNews table at the 3rd of July celebration. We distribute the newspaper in many places in an effort to 
promote our interests. An extension from this newspaper is the website www.ThingsToDoNearCraterLake.com 
Itôs an impressive website with a slide show and blog for up-to-the minute information. Check it out!  
 
I for one, am totally awed by the amount of hours put in by volunteers in this area who work tirelessly for the 
betterment of our communities. Iôm sure many of you are part of that group, and I have no doubt everyone 
appreciates all that the volunteers do. 
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2010 Fire Season Goes into Effect in Klamath and Lake Counties  

For Immediate Release 
[Thursday ], June 10, 2010 (9:00 AM)   10_001 CFS 

Contact:  Randall Baley   Dennis Lee   Echo Murray  

Klamath Falls   Klamath Falls  WRPA, Crescent  

(541) 883 -5693   (541) 883 -5681  (541) 433 -2451  

 

[Klamath Falls] ðFire officials in Klamath and Lake Counties will officially declare fire season beginning 
Tuesday, June 15, 2 010 at 12:01 A.M. on lands protected by the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) 
Klamath -Lake District and Walker Range Patrol Association. This affects all private, county, state forestlands 
and those Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands west of Highway 97 in Klamath and Lake Counties.   

 "Conditions are changing in the forest fuels where wildfires become a concern this time of year," states 
Greg Pittman, Klamath -Lake District Forester. ñAs temperatures rise and humidityôs lower, we would ask that 
everyone be careful with fire. If you have any questions regarding current conditions or restrictions, please call 
us.ò 

 

http://www.thingstodonearcraterlake.com/
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The ñFire Season in Effectò declaration puts into place regulations restricting debris 
burning and forest operations.  Wildland and structural f ire protection agencies in Klamath and Lake 
Counties have agreed to prohibit all outdoor debris burning .  Forest operations that require a Permit to 
Operate Power Driven Machinery now are required to have fire tools, on -site water supply, and 
watchman serv ice  on privately owned forest land.    

 
In addition to the ñDeclaration of Fire Seasonò, ODF and the Klamath Resource Area of the Bureau of Land 

Management will be placing the Klamath River Canyon area from the Keno Dam to the State Line in 
a ñRegulated Closureò.  The Klamath River Canyon has been placed under this Regulated Closure due to its 
lower elevation, drier fuels, and steep terrain.   The closure stipulates the following: 

1) Possession of the following fire-fighting equipment is required while trave ling in the forest, except on state and 
county roads: a full size shovel and one gallon of water or one 2½ pound or larger fire extinguisher. 

¶  ñShovelò means a digging tool having a handle not less than 26 inches in length and a blade of not less 
than 8 inches in width. 

2) Smoking in wildland areas is permitted only in enclosed vehicles on roads.  Smoking is prohibited while 
working or traveling in an industrial operation area.  

3) Open fires, including campfires, charcoal fires, cooking fires and warming fires are permitted only  at posted 
and designated sites.  

4) Non-industrial chainsaw usage is prohibited between 1 P.M. and 8 P.M. 

5) Fireworks usage is prohibited within the Closure Area. 

 
Southwest Oregon District, ODF [Jackson and Josephine Counties] has not yet indicated when they will be 
declaring ñFire Seasonò.  Further information pertaining to Jackson and Josephine Counties fire restrictions, 
may be obtained by contacting 541-664-3328.   

The Klamath-Lake District website [http://www.oregon.gov/odf/field/kl] is available to assist in 
keeping people informed of current and changing conditions for our area.  

Chiloquin Food Pantry yard sale 
A big thank-you to those who helped with the VERY successful yard sale. 

Submitted by Tabitha Abel 

Local birds 
by Wes Stone 
 
Wilson's Phalarope  (Phalaropus tricolor ) 
Status: Nests in shallow, marshy wetlands including seasonal ponds and flooded pastures. The Wood River 
Wetland marsh and White Lake on Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuge are good p laces to observe them 
from May into June. In July and August, tens of thousands of Wilson's and Red-necked Phalaropes stage on 
Lake Abert in Lake County prior to southward migration. Lesser numbers visit other alkaline Eastern Oregon 
lakes at this time.                  
 
Phalaropes are odd little birds to be sure. Females have brighter plumage and compete for males (sex role 
reversals). Phalaropes are related to sandpipers, but they have lobed toes and are adept at swimming in the 
water. They will often spin in circles to f orce their small invertebrate prey to the surface for easy picking. There 
are three species of phalaropes. Two, the Red and Red-necked Phalaropes, nest in the arctic tundra and winter 
at sea. The third, Wilson's Phalarope, is a fairly common summer resident and breeder in Eastern and Central 
Oregon.  
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     Female swimming at Malheur NWR                                 Male feeding on a mudflat at Wood River Wetland  
 

   Photos by Wes Stone 
 
A female Wilson's Phalarope in spring breeding plumage is striking, with a thick d ark eye stripe that extends 
down the sides of the neck. The throat is white, and the front of the neck is orange or buff. The back is marked 
with red and gray. Males and juveniles have a more washed-out appearance, and in August both sexes molt into 
a drab gray non-breeding plumage. Wilson's Phalaropes have long, very thin bills. In flight, Wilson's 
Phalaropes show solid gray wings (no wing stripes) and unmarked white rumps, unlike the other species of 
phalaropes. Wilson's Phalaropes may be seen swimming in small ponds and marshes, or stepping along the 
shoreline like other sandpipers.  
 

Local gardening  
By Joan Rowe 
 
As promised, we have an answer to the following question sent in a couple of week ago: 
 
What kind of shrubs or flowering shrubs or climbing vines can I plant in pumy dirt? I've tried amending the 
soil for proper ph and still can't grow anything.  
  
Brown thumb  
 
Pumice soil is made up of lava rocks which have large air spaces in the rock; enough air that youôll find the 
rocks floating down rivers. I was pretty intrigued the first time I came up on floating rocks when paddling the 
Wood River. This means that when the soil dries out, thereôs a lot of air in it, which plant roots do not like. 
When itôs wet and the air spaces fill up, it holds a lot of water, but that means that the nutrients in the soil get 
very diluted, and are easily leached from the soil. 
 
So, assuming that you will be watering and the soil will not dry out too much, the main prob lem in growing 
anything in pumice soil, is the lack of nutrients. pH is not much of a problem unless itôs extremely acid or 
alkaline, and anything you would use to amend the pH except compost, would be quickly leached from the soil. 
  
The easiest way to grow flowers and vegetables is to get in a load of good topsoil and plant them in raised beds. 
Their roots donôt go very deep, and they can grow quite happily in a foot of topsoil. Itôs a different story for 
trees, shrubs and vines that have deep roots. 
 
One method that sometimes works is to dig a BIG backbreaking hole--as big as the area the mature roots will 
cover, and fill that with topsoil. If the roots are able to penetrate out into the pumice soil, then the plants are 
able to grow quite well by relying on the nutrients in the topsoil area, though it will be necessary to fertilize that 
soil over time. Most often, though, what happens is that you have made the equivalent of a large pot plant in 
the ground, and the roots cannot get out of the hole youôve dug. Then your plant ends up stunted and not very 
happy. 
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A second method would be to add nutrients to all of the soil in your garden area. Adding synthetic fertilizer will 
do you no good at all. It will be leached out of the soil when you water as fast as you add it, and just end up 
contaminating the underlying water table. The only option is to add organic matter in the form of compost. 
Compost is amazing stuff.  It makes clay soils more porous, sandy soils less porous, and it will enable your 
pumice soil to hang on to nutrients, by slowing down the leaching. It will take a lot of compost, and you will 
have to add it every year, but if you do that, you will end up with good soil and healthy plants. The first year I 
would try to put on about a 6ò layer and dig it in a bit. After that, you can just add it on top each year.  

Itôs not always so easy to make compost here because our summers are so short, so I have resorted to other 
methods as well.  I do make compost, and add it when I have enough, but in addition, I also add shredded 
leaves, llama poop (from a friend) and finely chipped garden waste, without composting them first. Fertilizer 
from llama poop is the most wonderful of soil conditioners and fertilizers. By the time the llamas have 
processed the food through their 3 stomachs it is very well broken down. If you have horse manure itôs better to 
compost it, and never add fresh chicken manure. Chicken manure is very potent and will óburnô your plants 
unless it is composted or is very old. Lawn clippings are also better composted.  

Then when you plant, try to choose plants that do not require very rich soil. This will still give you lots of 
options though ï lilac, honeysuckle, potentilla, flowering currents, ornamental quince, elderberry, spirea, 
hardy shrub and rambli ng roses, to name a few. 

          

                  Plants to try in amended soil                                                Native plants for pumice soil  

 

Finally, you can just go with the native plants that have adapted to grow on pumice soil, though you will still 
have to give them some water while they are getting established and every year if they are normally found in 
wetter areas. Tall deciduous shrubs include Rocky Mountain maple (Acer glabrum ), serviceberry (Amelanchier 
alnifolia ), oceanspray (Holodiscus discolor ), mock orange (Philadelphus lewisii), Pacific ninebark 
(Physocarpus capitatus), Tall Oregon grape (Mahonia aquifolium)  and Scoulerôs willow (Salix scouleriana ).  
Mid -height deciduous shrubs include baldhip rose (Rosa gymnocarpa),  russet buffaloberry (Shepherdia 
canadensis), shiny-leaf spirea (Spiraea betulifolia ), snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus and S. mollis), 
manzanita (Arctostaphylos patula),  and wax current (Ribes cereum). 

 
If you have a question on gardening for Joan, send it to chiloquinnews@centurytel.net . 
 

Love your pet 
By Debby Fowler 
 
Our pets love the weather weôve had the last few days, letôs hope it lasts for more outdoor playtime. 
This is the time of year when everyone is thinking of traveling with their pets so letôs be sure we do it 
safely. 
 
 

mailto:chiloquinnews@centurytel.net
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Dogs 
 First of all be sure your dog is up to date on its vaccinations. We are already seeing cases of Parvo. 
Parvo lives in the ground for 20 years and can be transmitted just by walking where an infected dog 
has walked. Humans can bring Parvo in on your shoes, hands and clothing too. If your dog isnôt up to 
date--just donôt take it anywhere until it is. If you share a fence with neighbors, ask if their dog has 
been vaccinated. Parvo can be shared over the fence. 
 
If your dog is ready to travel even for a day trip be sure you take fresh water and a bowl. Stop every 
couple of hours and offer water. Always have a leash for potty stops. Even the best-trained dog can get 
curious and run off or cross a road at the wrong time. NEVER leave your dog in the car even with a 
window cracked. In minutes your car will be at least 20 degrees hotter than it is outside. A panting 
dog in a car thatôs over-heated can die in a very short time.  
 
Never transport your dog in the back of a pickup truck unless itôs in a dog crate large enough for it to 
turn around in and lay down. Itôs against the law to leave a dog loose in the back of a truck and 
tethering isnôt the best option either. The dog may jump out whether the truck is stopped or running 
and hang itself or be drug without you noticing until itôs too late. 
 
If you are in the woods with your dog, donôt forget to check for fleas and ticks when you return home. 
They arenôt good for your dog and they arenôt good for you or in your house. 
 
Cats  
Some people do travel with cats in the car. The same rules apply; vaccinations are very important. 
Upper Respiratory problems are being seen all year long, itôs not just a cold in the winter. If you notice 
a runny nose in a cat take it to your veterinarian soon so it has a chance at survival.  
 
Temperatures in a hot car affect a cat the same as a dog. Cats should be in a carrier so as not to 
impede your driving. Thereôs nothing worse than zooming along at 55 miles an hour and trying to get 
your cat off your head. Itôs a bit safer to have a loose cat in a trailer or motor home as long as there is 
another person with you to prevent it from bothering the driver.  
 
If youôve been camping with your cat be sure to check for fleas and ticks. 
 
Dogs and Cats  
Micro chipping your cats and dogs is their ticket home. If  brought into the shelter or a vetôs office 
when found, they will scan the pet for a microchip and then call you to let you know your pet is there. 
 
ALWAYS spay and neuter your pets. Not only does it keep the animal from breeding more off spring 
into a world without enough homes, it cuts down their chances of cancer and other ailments. 
Most dogs and cats can be spayed or neutered as juveniles, preventing breeding before you thought 
they were old enough to breed. 
 
Have a safe and happy time with your pets. 
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Artist of the Month at the Two Rivers Gallery  
Nicky Biehn is the featured artist for June 2010 . Nicky slices and polishes interesting rocks, and then paints 
them wi th a scene from nature. These small works of art are perfect gems to add to your home, or to give as a 
gift.  

   
 

Nicky has lived her life in various places in Washington, Oregon, and California, settling in Klamath Falls in 
1995. She is a self-taught artist. Much of her inspiration comes from her childhood where she lived on 120 acres 
with a pond and a lake, and watched wildlife and nature every day. She attempts to paint as realistic as 
possible, considering regional and season changes to reflect real life.  

Her goal, like most every artist is to improve her techniques and be a better painter. She enjoys all aspects of 
life and her goal is to portray that in her art.  

 

 
 
 
Community Railroad Days at Train Mountain  on  SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 th . Join us for t rain rides, 
barbecue, craft sale, much more. The Midway  Garden Railroad will be open. Do you have a garden railroad 
scale train? If so, bring it with you and run it on our tracks!  
 
We are currently in the planning stages, so more information will follow. If  you would like information about 
having a table to display your crafts for sale or would like to participate in any way, please email 
Event@TrainMountain.org or call the Train Mountain office at 541 -783-3030. 
 
Submitted by Kay Perrin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


